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Why We Do What

-

We Do...

BY TED HARRIS, ADMINISTRATOR

The pages of this
magazine are full of
stories and pictures of
what we do at Smithville
Christian High School.
But perhaps even more
important than what we
do, is why we do it. As
Christian educators, we
are charged with leading
the next generation, not

only with our actions, but
also with the perspective
that accompanies those
actions. Here's a glimpse
into why we do what we
do at Smithville Christian
High School

A couple of Mondays ago, it
was my turn to lead morning
devotions with our staff, and

| remembered a devotional
activity from a recent conference

| had attended. Based on
Deuteronomy 6, the activity
invites participants to reflect on
our duty to never tire of showing
our children how to live.

“These commandments that |
give you today are to be on your
hearts. Impress them on your
children. Talk about them when
you sit at home and when you
walk along the road, when you
lie down and when you get up”
(Deut. 6: 6-7).

Continued on page 2 ...



Continued from page 1...

| asked our staff members to quickly
complete some sticky notes to fill in the
blanks in this sentence:

“We , not
. but

just
because

n

Here's what inspires the teachers of
Smithville Christian High School to do
what they do:

We do school, not just to get a pay
cheque or diploma but to bring God'’s
kingdom here.

We love, not just because we want to
but because Jesus loved us.

We share stories, not just to
entertain but to teach life lessons.

We greet students and chat
casually before starting class,
not just to waste time and avoid
the lesson but to care about
students and set a relational
tone.

We join students in the gym at
lunch, not just because it is fun but
because it builds relationships.

We learn, not just because we desire
knowledge but because through
learning we become better teachers.

We challenge students to think
about their behaviour, not just
because we are leaders but because
we want them to become self-aware
as servants to others.

We do assessments required by the
Ontario Ministry of Education, not just
because we have to but because it
makes us better teachers.

We coach high school sports, not
just because it is required but
because it builds character.

We do projects, not just to learn about
a topic but because we wish to inspire
creativity.

We teach, not just to grade large piles of
assignments but to show students the
beauty of God's creation.

We get off topic, not just to
waste time but because we want
to get to know each other.

ad

We pray with our students, not because
it is a part of our schedule but because
it is a gift given to us by a loving God.

We intentionally make time
to have conversations with
students who find themselves
in the margins, not because our
motto is Belong, Believe, and
Succeed but because they are
loved by God.

We encourage kids, not because we
have to but because we get to.

We hang with kids, not just because we
are paid to but because God's plan for
them may involve us.

We create lessons, not just to be creative
and clever but to show something of
God’s word, God’s love, and God’s
world.

Smithville Christian teachers in action. From left:
Mrs. VandenDool in food and nutrition class,
Mr. Harris, Mr. Lammers and Mr. Bender playing
intramural sports with students in the gym, and
Mrs. Slump-Houwer at Welcome Week. Front
page from left: Mr. van den Boogaard and Mr. Fluit.
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You are invited to Smithville Christian High School’s
Open House & Celebration of Learning
Thursday, January 18, 2018

7:00-7:30 pm Grade 8 students’ and parents’ Information Session
7:30-9:00 pm Open House and Celebration of Learning

Find out about our MacBook-for-every-student program, plus art, worship, praise team, student testimonies and more.

M)e belue.ve You. belong here.

6488 Smithville Road www.smithvillechristian.ca

www.smithvillechristian.




The Finnish Factor:

Why does excellence in
Europe matter for Smithville
Christian?

BY TED HARRIS, ADMINISTRATOR

As our school continues to pursue excellence in
our instructional practices, it is critical that we
investigate schools and school systems where
excellence is happening. During the last week
of September, Vice-Principal Fred Breukelman
and | had the opportunity to travel a bit
further than usual. Finland’s education system
is frequently ranked as the best in the world,
and conversations we have had at our Ontario
Christian Schools Administrators Association
(OCSSAA) meetings evolved into a visit to this
country. This group of 34 educators from around
Ontario (and even one from Manitoba) studied
Finnish Lessons 2.0, by Pasi Sahlberg. Pasi is
perhaps the most highly respected educational
leader in Finland. He has served as a director at
the Finnish Ministry of Education and, among
other things, as a visiting professor at Harvard
University. He is also an avid hockey fan. Our
group was blessed with a daily opportunity to
tour schools and engage in follow-up sessions
with Pasi. You would not be surprised to hear
that we learned a great deal.

Mr. Breukelman
(left) and Mr.
Harris (second
from right)

with renowned
Finnish educators
Mikko Salonen,
educational
leadership
consultant, and
Pasi Sahlberg,
director at the
Finnish Ministry ~ #
of Education and 3 — ‘
Culture.

r—

When we visit schools which model excellence, there
is a tendency to look for the “special sauce” or secret
ingredient that enables this excellence. There is no
special sauce; in fact, the Finns were quite surprised
by their initial top ranking and wondered about it
themselves, a sentiment which recurred when they
got their next top ranking. That being said, there are
factors at play in Finnish schools from which we can
learn. Here are a few of them:

The teachers: Teachers are highly regarded in
Finland. The baseline for training is a master's
degree, involving extensive experience under the
tutelage of other teachers. Ongoing training involves
vigorous requirements for collaboration with school
colleagues.

The students: Our observations of students in
Finland indicate students who are highly motivated
and self-directed. There seems to be a prevailing
understanding among Finns that education is to be
valued, which is seen in the focus of the learners.

The Less is More Paradox: The Finns somehow
manage to find great success in a system that requires
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fewer learning hours of students and less teacher time
in front of a class. They also manage to achieve these
high results while at the same time committing to limited
homework and fewer standardized tests as a means of
holding schools and teachers accountable for school
improvement.

Here are some themes for us to continue to
explore:

The need for teachers to collaborate to develop skills
and programs at the school level. Our teachers need
every bit of time we can give them to work with each
other, which validates our need for weekly R&D sessions
(Thursday mornings), occasional PD days and other
professional development opportunities that our teachers
pursue throughout the year.

The need for students to take charge of their own
learning. Even though the self-direction of the Finnish
students may be a cultural tendency to hold schooling
in high regard, we need to continue to enable our own
students to take responsibility for their own success as
learners.

In many ways, the schools we visited in Finland resembled
what we do here. Thus one major realization from our
visit was that Smithville Christian is a school where
teachers already collaborate extensively and vigorously
pursue excellence. We also work with young people
who are motivated and who desire to create a positive
learning culture.

Lastly, visiting schools where learning does not centre on
Christ leads us to return home with a great appreciation
for what it means to be a part of a learning community
where Jesus is recognized as Lord over all. This truth
provides the context for all our effort in giving our
students an excellent experience in which they find
belonging, belief and success. We are always seeking to
improve, but at the same time we are richly blessed.
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WELCOMETOTHECLASSOF 2021

Nathaniel Boks Calvin Boorsma David Cook

Samantha DeHaan Jana DeKlerk Connor DenBak

Annastasia

D Madelyn Felvus Nathan Gerryts Brad Gilpin Kenya Gordon Kendra Hamill
roppert

Travis Hessels Esther Kok Samuel Korvemaker Katharine Lee Elijah Lessard William Liu Domanik Lodde
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WELCOMETOTHECLASSOF 2021

Miranda Maloney Ryan Meinders Emily Moraal Ayobami Oludairo Cassandra Pacquin

Hannah Richardson Silken Ricker Josiah Salomons Ashley Scholman

Loren

Jacob Vanderwal ~ Makayla VanderWier  Nicholas VanderWier = Noah VanderWier
van den Boogaard

Ethan VanHuizen | Nathan VanMarion Isaac Van Tuyl Sophie Vellenga Haily Waters Tyler Woodland Finhas Yohannes

www.smithvillechristian.ca




+ 59 BIKE TRIP
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The annual Smithville Christian High School Grade 9 Bike trip is a key community-building,
creation-enjoying and educational experience for students. The day-long, 40-kilometre
trek along the Niagara Parkway — from King’s Bridge Park in Chippawa to Fort George

in Niagara-on-the-Lake — incorporates learning goals for physical education, science and
geography. The trip also includes a hike down and up the Niagara Gorge. The trip is
made possible by round-trip bicycle transportation, graciously provided for many years by




X

Stappendel Greenhouses Inc.




Recognizing the whole person:
devotions to begin a school year

BY LINDA BOOY-KORVEMAKER, HEAD OF STUDENT SERVICES

In addition to praying with and for their students every day, teachers
at Smithville Christian High School begin each school week with staff
devotions, taking turns to lead. Here is what guidance counsellor,
Linda Booy-Korvemaker, shared with her colleagues on the first day

of school.

Today | am going to share briefly with
you some wisdom you already know,
yet perhaps, like me, it's something
for which you can use a reminder.
Here is a simple analogy that | hope
encourages you this school year.

Please, consider an onion.

Onions have many layers, and, as a
teacher, it reminds me of the many
students who cross my path during the
day, the semester, the year. People, too,
have layers: some we choose to share,
some we choose not to share, some
are for show and some just happen
because of how life goes on this side
of heaven. Sometimes we can’t help
it and we peel right in front of others.
Sometimes we stink and other times
we carry an irresistible aroma. We are
practical at times and other times we
are decadent. Sometimes we think
we know the onions around us and
what's good for them and then we
learn something new about onions.
The point is that all the layers are part
of the onion.

All our students, staff and parents
are part of our community, and we
all belong here. All the layers of the
onion matter to the whole onion; see
for yourself and make something with
it for dinner tonight.

So as we get on with the business of
our school year, may we hang on to
Jesus and his example. May we love
all the layers of all the people put in
our path.

Prayer: Now may the God of
peace, who through the blood of
the eternal covenant brought back
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that
great Shepherd of the sheep, equip
you with everything good for doing
his will, and may he work in us what
is pleasing to him, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory for ever
and ever. Amen. Hebrews 12: 20-21
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How we spent our summer vacation

Students and teachers are always happy to be back at school, but teachers often take advantage of
the summer break to experience interesting and exciting things. Match these Smithville Christian
staff members to their summer adventures.

1. Built a hangout for teenagers in a barn loft

Mr. A. Korvemaker
Mr. D. Wonder

Mr. F. Breukelman

2. Went on a cruise to Alaska

3. Cycled the Kettle Valley Rail Trail between Midway and
Penticton in British Columbia

Mrs. M. Slump-Houwer
Mr. G. Park
Mr. J. van den Boogaard
Mrs. L. VanderHeide
Mr. J. Vanderlinde

4. Sailed a section of the Trent Severn waterway

5. Cycled the Great Allegheny Passage between Pittsburgh
and Washington DC

6. Learned how to throw a pot
7. Entertained Hungarian relatives

8. Took up yoga

Mr. M. Fluit
9. Caught the smallest fish
, ‘ Mr. N. Robb
10. Circumnavigated Lake Huron
Mr. R. Gerryts
11. Posed for a photograph with vt
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau Mr. S. Antonides
12. Met a new grandson Mr. S. Bender
13. Lost to his father at golf Mr. T. Harris

14. Went to a high school reunion in Dublin (Ohio) Mr. W. Lammers

15. Water-skied in Lake Michigan I . . Mrs. A. Vanderveer
16. Made it to the finals of a club tennis tournament Mrs. G. VandenDool

17. Attended a wedding in the Dominican Republic Mrs. K. Greenham

18. Added 14 more lakes to life goal of canoeing in every lake in

Algonquin Park Mrs. L. Booy-Korvemaker

Mrs. M. Horvath
Mrs. W. DeHaan
Ms. A. LeBlanc

19. Survived a tornado in a campground
20. Visited Gros Morne and L'Anse Aux Meadows National Parks
21. Swam 100 lengths of the pool every morning

22. Kayaked and explored several bodies of water Ms. M. Bergsma

23. Planned a lovely autumn of retirement travel
Answers on page 15.

www.smithvillechristian.ca



GRADE 12 RETREAT

The Grade 12 Class Retreat in September provides Smithville Christian students entering their senior year an opportunity to
reconnect with one another, get acquainted with new friends, and engage in a variety of experiences designed to build a
stronger sense of belonging and belief within the class. Getting away from the routines of school and spending time together
in a camp setting, working on group trust exercises, playing games, learning new skills, enjoying meals and campfires, sharing
devotions, and having evenings of worship and exploring God’s word, all work towards class unity, and can certainly have a
positive impact upon each student, the class as a unit and, of course, the entire school. - Gord Park, Spiritual Life Director
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Members of the Smithville Christian High School 2017-2018 student council, from left: Jordan Van

Herwynen, Esther Kok, Patrick Ghaly, Micaela Felvus, Josh Moraal, Mark Sharobim, Eden Griffin, Spencer
Damm. At their kick-off retreat, student leaders planned a theme for the year, “Take the Next Step,” and
spirit days, cash for change days, and other community-building events.
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How We $

Ans

Mr. R. Gerryts built a loft
Mrs. M. Slump-Houwer cruised to Alaska
Ms. M. Bergsma cycled in BC
Mrs. L. VanderHeide sailed in a canal
Mr. T. Harris cycled in DC
Ms. A. LeBlanc threw a pot
Mrs. W. DeHaan caught a fish
Mrs. M. Horvath's relatives came
Mr. J. Vanderlinde took up yoga
Mr. S. Antonides went around Lake Huron
Mr. S. Bender met the PM

Mr. N. Robb met his new grandson

\”‘"} ow é“”” v v
wers for page
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Mr. G. Park lost at golf

Mrs. L. Booy-Korvemaker hung out with high
school friends

Mr. A. Korvemaker water-skied
Mr. J. van den Boogaard played tennis
Mrs. G. VandenDool went to a wedding

Mr. M. Fluit paddled
Mr. D. Wonder survived a tornado
Mr. W. Lammers went to Nfld
Mr. F. Breukelman swam
Mrs. A. Vanderveer paddled

Mrs. K. Greenham thought she was retiring

Fred & Adrian Koornneef
Suppliers of Greenhouse Vegatables and Tender Fruit

www.koornneefproduce.com

ROS x//l ORA
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Website: www.rosaflora.com
717 Diltz Road, Dunnville, ON N1A 2W2

Pride in Every Petal

FLOWERS

1.888.BAYVIEW ext 344

P.O. Box 2,

3764 Jordan Road,
Jordan Station, Ontario,
Canada LOR 1S0

phone 905.562.7321
fax 905.562.7851
www.Bayviewflowers.com

FRANS IPEMA HOME RENOVATIONS
905-931-9499

Specializing in Interior Home Renovations
SERVING THE NIAGARA REGION

Referrals available « Licenced Carpenter
Over 20 Years Experience

Encapsulating and
making your ideas
since 1969

* Hot Rolled Steel

¢ Cold Rolled Steel

¢ Galvanized Steel

* Stainless Steel

¢ Aluminium
¢ Aluminium Tread Plate
* Mild Steel Checker Plate

905-688-221

125 Cushman Rd. St Catharines, ON. L2M 6T2

www.fultonsteel.com
Toger@fultonsteel.com

Com

ABINGDON HEIGHTS
ya ape Construction

B

P: 905.531.5284 » STEVE@QABINGDONHEIGHTS.CA
WWWABINGDONHEIGHTS.CA

Garden Centre
in Grimsby!

e visit our \ | ‘)ﬂ Flowers, plants
(‘ 0\ Q)SJ and unique gift
' giving ideas for

] J J every occasion!

Floral - Garden - Decor

Toll Free 1-800-461-7374
147 Main St. E., Grimsby ® 905-945-2219
184 Highway 8, Stoney Creek ® 905-664-2810

PUT YOUR NAME HERE!

Find out how you can be included
in the next issue of Echoes.
Contact Marlene Bergsma at
mbergsma@smithvillechristian.ca
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Corey Schilstra sa

Sales Representative

905.774.4444 1ax 905.774.9017
310 Quoen St, Dunnville, ON N1 1H3
corey@riversiderealty.ca
schilstrarealty.com

Riverside Realty inc., Brokerage

T:

www.dekkersauto.ca

Philip Dekker

Hekkersaugﬁg

les wervice

74029 Regional Road 27, Wellandport, ON LOR 2J0
905-386-6253 F: 905-386-0265 E: dekkersauto@gmail.com

VandenDool

JEWELLERS

Grantham Plaza, 400 Scott St., St. Catharines, ON L2M 3W4
Phone: 905-937-8833 e Fax 905-937-7196
website: www.vandendooljewellers.com
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smithvillechristian.
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Meester Insurance Centre

B FERY i
The Village Square

Regional Road 20, PO. Box 299, Smithville, ON LOR 2A0
Tet: 905.957.2333 « Faoc: 905,957.2599

Tall Free: | B00.465.8256

‘wrvew. meesterinsurancecom

uu,

Don Nelson*
CFP® MBA

Don Nelson

Sun \‘/«

R ) Life Financial
Financial Services Inc.

905-892-5993
1-888-889-4742

*Mutual funds offered by
Sun Life Financial Investment
Services (Canada) Inc.

Matt Dam*
Hon. BA Bus
Matt Dam

Financial Services Inc.
® Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2012.
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Jason Schilstrascin
RIJUS

Custom Home Design,
Home Design

905-701-1110

and Garage Design
WWwWw.rijus.com
info@rijus.com

WWW. veldmanhomelmprovements com

nnm:ﬂmmnvmmrs

286 Main Street W,, Grimsby ON L3M 154 &
Tel: 905.945.6667 Cell: 905.325.1266

CALL 905,

675 METLER ROAD, FENWICK

onem P°

=\
G“‘.’ the Co-0p erators E?;Ieerman, cFP
A Better Place For You™  Agent

214 Broad St.

Dunnville, On N1A 1G2

(905) 774-7576

fax: (905) 774-9479

email: peter_dieleman@cooperators.ca

345 Argyle St. S.
Caledonia, On N3W 1L8
(905) 765-5788

fax: (905) 765-1811

cell: (905) 929-6783

LOUIE DAM & HANS DAM
OWNERS

E’S SERVICE CENTRE LTD.

801 CANBORO RD.

P.O. BOX 129

FENWICK, ON LOS 1CO
PHONE: 905-892-3652

FAX: 905-892-4828

EMAIL: JIDAM@COGECO.NET

CLARENC

Wayne
SchilgtArqA

- 905.957.1188

wayneschilstra.com

Wayne Schilstra
BROKER

Steven Schilstra
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

RPMENT REALTY INC BROKERAGE

EPENDENTL OPERATED

4 Accounting
4 Consulting
. 4 Personal &
Dwight teBrake C.A. Corporate Taxation
onal C i @ Succession
T. 905-899-2424 o F. 905-899-2426 Planning
dwight@tebrake.ca » www.tebrake.ca @ Agri-Business
42126 Hwy #3, R.R. #3 Programs,

Wainfleet, Ontario LOS 1V0 Accounting & Tax

Emﬂome e
4D, hardwarre Produds

¢ and
rarm&cuntry building centre services
1051 Broad St. E
Dunnville ON
(905) 774-6115
1-800-591-1161

«lumber -« hardware - paint
«farm «pet «equestrian - feed
...and so much more!

Serving Niagara
Area for 48 years
Complete Collision & Restoration Repairs

Jerry's

5529 Regional Road #81, Beamsville, ON LOR 1B3
Phone: 905-563-7702

Alan Gerritsen ;
www.jerrysautobody.ca

T
SERVICE ~ DESIGN PRINT
131 College St., Smithville ON
905-957-3751
www.carruthersprinting.com

= EX

FINISH

CANVAS PRINTS

Personalize your decor

Quality Cabinetry & Custom Woodworking
5 anhoorns.ca www.vanhoorns.ca Phone: 905.562.8886
Steve & Elaine

V: Horticultural
Residential
VERHOEF ELECTRIC INC, Commercial

2704 Maple Ave. PO Box 38
Jordan Station ON LOR 150

Electric Power Tool + Saw Blade Sharpening
Supplier of Quality Woodwaorking Machines « Industrial Sales

ART'STOOL SALES & SERVICE LTD.

10 NIHAM DRIVE

ST.CATHARIMES, ON L2N 111

Tel.: 905-6460728

Fone: 905-646-8938

Email: atsales@artstoolsales.com

www.artstoclsales.com

Art VanKrimpen

CLAYSONS

APPAREL & ACCESSORIES

Men’s and Ladies’ Wear
Paul & Alison Clayson
4548 Ontario Street, Beamsville, ON LOR 1B5
905-563-4455
www.claysonsapparel.com ¢ paul@claysonsapparel.com
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